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Dear Friends,

friends.  With your dedicated assistance in 2021, JBI has continued to cope with and address many of the challenges of 
this frequently changing and uncharted landscape.  

JBI’s commitment to blind, visually impaired and physically handicapped members of the community—in the U.S. and 
worldwide—remains unabated.  We know that many of our library patrons, especially visually impaired older adults, 
remain more isolated than ever.  For them, JBI’s free books, periodicals, liturgical texts, and cultural programs are a 
lifeline.  We are equally dedicated to providing personalized educational and religious materials that children who are 
blind or visually impaired request so that they can learn alongside their peers, become Bar/Bat Mitzvah and participate in 
communal life.  

As we settle in to a new “post-pandemic normal,” we must look ahead and focus on how we can better serve our blind, 
visually impaired and reading disabled library patrons now and into the future.  Regardless of new technologies, changing 
reading tastes, and the evolution of the Jewish community, JBI continues to adapt so that we will be there for anyone who 
wants assistance, anywhere in the United States and abroad.

In January of 2022, JBI’s longtime and devoted President and CEO, Dr. Ellen Isler, passed away suddenly.  Ellen led JBI for 
the past two decades with intelligence, wisdom, and heart. We have dedicated the JBI Voices periodical, a bi-monthly 
compendium of articles from a wide variety of Jewish and secular news outlets, in her honor and memory. We will 
continue to miss her.  

that we are doing, from actively recruiting new volunteers and encouraging the return of more existing volunteers, to 
reviewing new production technology and delivery platforms, and expanding our outreach to serve more people in need, 
is based on our passion and devotion to our patrons.  JBI is committed to working hard to ensure that we are THE 
foremost resource for free Jewish-interest materials in accessible format for visually impaired, blind and reading disabled 
individuals of all ages, denominations and backgrounds.  



WORDS OF THANKS TO JBI

My father was a proud Jew. He and my mother 
decided that I would celebrate my Bar Mitzvah just 
like my older brother. I had the Braille text from 
JBI, and the “trope” from my Hebrew School 
Principal’s recording… Where would I be without 
JBI? At worst, a spiritually wandering Jew... At best, 
perhaps a marginally affiliated Jew whose attach-
ment might not have lasted more than a genera-
tion. JBI is part of the many blessings G-d has 
bestowed on me, beyond count. – Michael, New 
York City

Thank you so much for the critically important 
work that you do. You are not simply sending 
books to patrons, you are fundamentally changing 
how they are able to experience life. The books 
are so important to my grandmother.  It is her 
lifeline, her mental stimulation and they provide 
her with tremendous enjoyment. – Gail, Chicago

I’m 91 years old. JBI was a blessing to me for all the 
20 years I’ve been a member. Now after two 
cornea transplant surgeries your service is even 
more valuable to me. Thank you for the job you 
are doing” – Iris, California

My son was very happy to use the Large Print 
Haggadah--he felt special and that he was a part of 
the celebration.  – Marcie, New York
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If you or a loved one could benefit from JBI’s services, please call 1-800-433-1531 
or visit www.jbilibrary.org. JBI’s knowlegeable librarians will be happy to help.

My 97 year old grandmother, Miriam, would like 
me to thank you for the large print Haggadah 
which she used for the seders. It is very much 
appreciated!  --Liz, U.K.  

Every year I look forward to receiving your Braille 
Jewish calendar. Several years ago I received from 
JBI the Braille Chumash and Haftarah Books which 
I use when I attend services at my synagogue.  
Thank you for all that you do.  -- Frances, British 
Columbia

Your provision of Books on Tape to my mother 
has been an invaluable resource and lifeline to her. 
Her cognitive abilities are sharp as a tack.  She is 
no longer able to read newspapers, magazines or 
books, nor can she manage the TV, computer or 
iPad. She is limited to the phone calls, walks, in 
person conversation, radio and Books on Tape.  
Her particular interest is Adult Nonfiction, and 
even more particularly -- Jewish Adult Nonfiction.  
It is for that reason that our family so appreciates 
your organization and its services. Your librarians 
are expeditiously responsive to specific requests. 
For all of this, we are grateful. - Miriam,
Brookline, MA
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OUR THANKS FOR YOUR 
GENEROUS SUPPORT IN 2021

to list the many gifts under $250. If your name is not listed, or there is an error in the way it is listed, please accept 
our apologies and let us know how to correct the error. (Please call Beth Rudich at 1-800-433-1531.)

LEADERSHIP GIFTS
$100,000 OR MORE 
The Marc Haas Foundation
Helen F. and Alfred S. Meyer Fund of The New 
    York Community Trust

BENEFACTORS
$50,000 - 99,999
The David Berg Foundation
Mirrel Davis Trust and Rebecca Davis Trust
The Derfner Foundation
Barbara B. & Stephen Friedman

PATRONS
$10,000 - 49,999
Anonymous (3)
Joseph Alexander Foundation
The Sandra Atlas Bass and Edythe & Sol G. Atlas
    Fund
Lovey Beer, in honor of Paul & Malka Herman
Frances & Buddy Brandt
Leroy Fadem
Bernard Gans, B. Gans Management
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Leo Oppenheimer & Flora Oppenheimer Haas
    Foundation
Israel Charitable Foundation
Thomas G. Kahn
Jeanne & Richard Kaskey Foundation
Dr. Ellie Henkind Katz
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation, in
    honor of Thomas & Marilyn Kahn
Charles and M. R. Shapiro Foundation
The Slomo and Cindy Silvian Foundation

SPONSORS
$5,000 - 9,999
Andrea Brown & Robert M. Levande
Paul & Pearl Caslow Foundation
Ellen David
The Ruby Diamond Foundation
Albert E. & Birdie W. Einstein Fund
Herman Goldman Foundation
Judith & Frank Greenberg
Jill & Myron Kaplan
Kirschner Trusts
S & R Kleiman Foundation
Harry Kramer Memorial Fund
Diane & Burton C. Lipman
Nash Family Foundation
New York City Councilmembers Maisel and 
    Rosenthal
Steven P. Polivy & Annnette Orenstein
Dorothy Rose
Susan Levin Schlechter
Judy E. Tenney

FRIENDS
$1,000 - 4,999
Audrey Abecassis & Mark Goldstein
Richard I. Adrian & Erica Abeel
Mark J. Altschuler
Steven Howard Amster Memorial Fund

Stuart S. Applebaum, in honor of Beverly 
    Horowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Mitchel Ashkanazy
Marcia & Douglas Auster
Jeffrey Bain
Robert E. Baum
Sharon Becker
Bengualid Foundation
Cathy Bernard
Ira Blassberg
Michael J. Camras
Toby F. Block
Marcy & Leona Chanin Foundation
The Jack Chester Foundation
Rosalin W. Cohen
Barbara B. Cohn, in honor of Judy Tenney
Nathaniel de Rothschild
The Elbirt Family Foundation
Sandy Fainbarg
Dr. Theodore Feintuch
Eugene and Estelle Ferkauf Foundation
The Feuerring Foundation
Dr. David H. Forst
Rochelle & Ilan Forster, in memory of Phyllis 
    S. Schachter
Bernice F. Friedman
David Furman
Stephen J. Garchik
Michael & Naamit Gerber
Gerson Family Foundation
Betsy & Max Gitter
Edythe Gladstein
The Glickenhaus Foundation
Gene, Rosalie and Susan Goldberg 
    Endowment Fund
David M. Goldenberg Family Charitable Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Diego Goldfarb
William P. Goldman & Brothers Foundation, in
    memory of Sidney & Evelyn Kraines
Helena & Marvin J. Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin P. Goldstein
Barbara Freid Gottesman
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Gottesman, in honor of 
    Judy Tenney
David and Alan Greene Family Foundation
The Rothkopf Greenberg Family Foundation 
    Trust
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Gross
The Dr. Lewis A. Hare & Ruth Lerman Hare
    Charitable Trust
Neil Hecht
Malka & Paul R. Herman
David Himelberg Foundation
Shirley Hirschel
The David and Barbara B. Hirschhorn 
    Foundation
Gerry Hodes
Dr. Ellen Isler, in memory of Sidney Silverman 
   & Morris Dickstein
Jephson Educational Trust #2
Ronald M. Jericho
Jorgensen Foundation
Michael D. Joseph

Warren J. Kaplan
The Kaplen Foundation
Dani & David Kline, in honor of Steve Polivy
Andrea & Charlie Kofman
Rona E. Kramer, Esq., in memory of Paul D.
    Kerman
The Kenneth A. Lattman Foundation
Hortley G. LeBlang Charitable Trust
Linda & Alan M. Levine
Amy & Frank Linde
Metzger-Price Fund
Dennis M. Meyers
Michael and Lori Milken Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jay P. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Lester S. Morse
Moskowitz Family Foundation
The Irving I. Moskowitz Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Neustadter
Newman Tanner Foundation
Irving Paler
Nathaniel Paull
Norman & Elaine Polsky Family Charitable 
   Foundation
Mario and Sara Rafalin Foundation
Charles S. Raizen Foundation
Abraham & Sonia Rochlin Foundation
Betty Rollin
Edward E. and Hilda C. Rosen Foundation
The Bertha & Jacob Rosenberg Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rosenberg
Elaine Rudner
Robert Russell Memorial Foundation
Barry Scadron
Sandra R. Schenkel, in memory of Elsa Schenkel
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Shapiro
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Sinsheimer
Elsa & Stephen D. Solender
Judy Soley
Cari Sommer Charitable Fund
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Zulena C. Zattoni Sudilovsky
Tidewater Jewish Foundation
Steven Towbin
Lorraine Trachtenberg & Jeffrey A. Dankberg
Viterbi Family Fund
Wallach Foundation
Tamara L. Weintraub
Dov Weitman
Wolinsky Family Foundation
Linda & James Wimmer

DONORS
$250 - 999
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Abel
Barbara Abis
Robert Abrams
Access Industries Holdings LLC
Gloria S. Adelson
Dina Aguirre
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Ain
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Ain
Carol Allmendinger
Daniel D. Alterman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I.  Amon
Paul J. Andrejkovics
Arthur Antman
Dr. William Apple
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas & Ruth Azman
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Norman Bloomfield
Milda B. Cohen
Olga Kovacs
Myron Lasman
Henry Chaim Lerner
Arlene Rapp
Betty Resner

Betty Rosenthal
Ida Rosenman Sands
Jack Sayre
Selma Schwartz
Marianne Seidenberger
Edythe B. Sheinbaum
Martin F.  Witkin

LEGACIES & BEQUESTS
We gratefully acknowledge the thoughtuflness and compassion of those 
whose forward thinking has done so much to enable JBI to meet the 
special needs of blind and visually impaired patrons. We will always 
remember their kindness.

Corinne J. Bagatell
Stuart G. Baker
Phyllis A. Barber, in memory of Fred Lee Barber
Joseph Bartel, in memory of Ruth Bartel
Frank BeckBeit Tikvah Messianic Congregation
Raphy & Tovit Benaim
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin J. Berger, in memory of 
    Harry & Lillian Berger
Stuart Berger
Diane & Fredrick M. Berk, in honor of Rohit & 
    Shimon-Ben-Shir
Beth Shalom Sisterhood, Overland Park, KS
Dr. Martin G. Bialer
Jack Bickel
Joseph & Renee Bijou
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Helena Blechman
Dr. Alan Bleier, in honor of Joseph Byer
Ronald H. Bloom
Jeffrey S. Blum
Ellen Bogolub and Neil Friedman Fund
Saul S. Bodenheimer
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Bookin
Lynn & Doug Borck
Dr. Reginald Borgella
Paul & Gail Bork
Allen Brafman
Arthur Brainson
The Lauren Beth Breslof Memorial Fund
Andree N. Brooks
Tamra Brown
Steven Bruckner
Dr. David Brust
Barbara & Lawrence Cahn
Henry S. Campell, MD & Maria S. Campell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Canes
John F. Cannady
Helga R. Carden
Dr. Herbert T. Caskey
Dr. & Mrs. Ephraim S. Casper
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Jeffrey Charney
Tatiana Cherkas
Margaret Collins
Richard A. Covkin
Beth Crandell
Milton J. Crystal
Drs. Linda R. Dagi & T. Forcht Dagi
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Danesh
Jim Day
Arlene R. Don
Arlene & Robert Dondiego, in memory of
    Israel A. Taub
Marlynn & Elliot Dorff
Lawrence Dresner
Theresa & Steven Drexler

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Durkin
Edelheit Family Fund
Gerald J. Eichner, in memory of Albert &
    Myrna Eichner
Mitzi & Warren Eisenberg Family Foundation
Jody Eisenman
Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel El-Ad
Mark Elfant
Lois Ellison
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Ellman
Jay Falk, in memory of Tzipporah bas Yosef
Charlotte & David M. Epstein
Eugene I. Farber & Hinda Keller Farber
Rabbi Charles Feinberg
Abel Feinstein
Esther Feldberg
Kenneth Feldhamer
Lillian Feldman
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Ferber
Harold Feurman
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Finger
Terri Frankenberg
Dr. Toby Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Franks
Adolfo Frastai
Anne & Gerald Freedman Charitable 
    Foundation
Michael Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Manley Freid
Norman Fried
Baruch Friedman
Beatrice and Leon Friedman Charitable 
    Foundation
Dr. Diane Friedman
Milton Galant
Galston Family Giving Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gaspar
Alan H. Gelb
Robert W. Gelfman
Dr. & Mrs. Bijan Ghatan
Mark Gilbert
Ronnie Ginsberg
Ruth & Jack Glantz Family Foundation
Herbert & Sharon Glaser Fund
Gideon Glass
Billie & Martin Gold
Harriet & Stephen Goldberg
Irv Goldfarb
Elayne Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Goldstein
Howard Goldstein
Neil Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Alan L. Gordon
Kenneth Gordon
Dr. Martin Greenberg
Dr. Melvyn Greenstein

The Griff Family Fund
Anna and Bernard Gross Memorial Fund
Pamela H. B. Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grossman, in memory of 
    Sarita M. Blau
David A. Gumenick
Arthur Gutterman
Suzanne & Barry Gurvitch
Lee Haas
Tina Hacker
Celia Haft, in memory of the Riedler family
Lorraine & Leo Halpert
Harris Family Giving Fund
Brad Herman
Irving Heszkel
Randi & Marcus Hirsch
Richard L. Hirsch Foundation
Stuart Hirsh
Daniel Honig
Leo & Sarah Horowitz
Ian Huebsch
Amy Berko Iles
Michael & Elizabeth Jablin, in memory of 
    Edward & Julianna Stechenberg and Ike & 
    Mildred Jablin
Raymond James Charitable
Sara James, in honor of Leslie Allan Greenblatt
Rita J. Jeremy, PhD, & Barry J. Gurdin, PhD in
    memory of Pearl Thalheimer Felsenthal, Ed
    Felsenthal & Leon Thalheimer
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald J. Jospa
David & Terry Kahan
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Kahn
Vivian Kalish
Irwin Kallman
Michael & Phyllis Kann
Dr. & Mrs. Morton J. Kanter
Steven & Christine Kantrowitz, in memory of
    Annette Kantrowitz
Jerome A. Kaplan & Deena L. Kaplan Family
    Foundation
Pat & Paul Kaplan
Sherman & Eileen Kaplan
Stephanie & Arieh Karger, in memory of 
    Beatrice Lorber
Malkie & Michael J. Karlin
Albert R. Kashani
Moshe & Adele Katzenelenbogen
Susan & Stephen Kay, in honor of Jack 
    McPadden
Doris C. Kempner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kernish
Dr. Martin J. Kerzer
Dr. & Mrs. Harold L. Kirschenbaum
Henry & Susana Kister
April & Paul Klausner
The Beverly and Elias Klein Family Foundation
Hannah & Robert Klein
Herman & Sarah Klein
Nancy I. Klein
Roseanne M. Klein
Ethan A. Klingsberg
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Koenig
Martin Koss
Barbara Kramer
George Kramer
Jesse N. Krawitz
Fred Krimm
Dr. Richard Krugel
Alexander Krupetsky, in memory of Leonid
    Erlikhman
Sonia Kuper



 
  

gr
ac

ia
s 

 С
П

А
С

И
Б

О
  

m
er

ci
  

m
u

lţ
u

m
es

c 
ה 
רב

ה 
וד
 ת

ק 
אנ
 ד
עם

ינ
שי

א 
  

d
zi

ęk
u

ję

06 | 2021 JBI INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL REPORT

THE TIKVAH SOCIETY OF JBI
 

 Gloria S. Adelson
Maimoona M. Ahmed
Inesse Alexandrov
Mark Altschuler
Frances Brandt
William H. Brandt
Dr. David Brust
Pamela Carlton
Jeannette Celemenski
Gloria Cohen
Elliot Daniels
Ellen David
Michael L. & Carol L. Dean
David Bernard Eichhorn
Leroy Fadem
Elsa Feher

Mildred Feuerstein
David & Paula Fishman
Sara Fishman
Betty H. Freedman
Barbara B. Friedman
Bernice F. Friedman
Ralph Friedner
Stanley Ganer
Earl & Mary Glenn
Richard M. Goldberg
William K. Gross
Sylvia Haase
Monika Hamburger
Robert S. Harris
Paul Herman
Phyllis Hopman

Hortense Hurwitz
Thomas G. Kahn
Jeanne Kaiser
Myron Kaplan
Irene Kitzman
Naomi Kronish
Harriet B. Levi
Sandy Marsik
Stanley Moss
Rae Natkin
Beth Omansky, Ph.D. 
Gloria Ostrin
Poppy Parker
Harry J. Petchesky
Ronald Price
Stanley E. Rose

Norman Ross
Florence Rubinstein
Elaine Rudner
Roslyn Schwartzberg
Anna Shrifter
Sidney & Irene Silverman
Anne T. Silverstein
Arlene Stolper Simon
Adele Stein
Harold Steinbach
Judy E. Tenney
Paulette A. Weill
Selma Weintraub
Herbert Zukerman

The Tikvah Society acknowledges with gratitude the many friends of the blind and visually impaired who have included JBI in their 
wills or who have named JBI as the beneficiary of an insurance policy, trust, IRA, or gift annuity:

For more information, or to become a member of the Tikvah Society, please contact Beth Rudich at 1-800-433-1531 or brudich@jbilibrary.org

Gilbert Lahn
Cecelia Lance
Alan J. Landzberg
Joann Lang
Sheila & Meyer Last
Lautman Maska Neill & Company
Dr. & Mrs. Gary S. Lazar
Vivian Burger-Lazar & Matthew Lazar
Claudia & Don Lebowitz, in memory of Asher 
    Suss
Steven Legum
David B. Leib
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Leish
Lester Lenoff
Jessia Leonard
Dr. Carole R. Lerman
Henry Leupp
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin B. Levin
Mr. & Mrs. David Lewin
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Lieberfarb
Dr. Eli Livne
Dr. Susan Lobel, in memory of David Linder
Tony Lonstein
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Abraham Lowenthal
Ted Lowitz
Mel Lubin
Michael J. Luckens
Harvey Lutske
Renee Manger
Philip Margolius
Sheldon & Gitty Margules
Tom Markowitz
Arthur Marks
Willard L. Marmelzat Foundation
Dr. Caren S. Martin, in memory of Max S. Gross 
    & Ernestine Urken
Jack Matekanski
Renee Mehrra
Jacob Melamed
Julius & Evelyn Melnick Foundation
Dr. Faith A. Menken
Karen & Eric Miller
Lillian & Jay H. Miller
Jean and Saul A. Mintz Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Mittleman
Prof. Douglas Mock
Jeffrey Mollin, in memory of Howard & Lorraine
      Mollin
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore G. Mordfin
Allen Morganstein

Stuart Morgenstein
Morsel/Nathan Family Charitable Fund
Mount Herman Full Gospel Ministry
Corliss Mulqueen
Ron Murch, in memory of William I. Murch
David and Inez Myers Foundation, a supporting
    foundation of the Jewish Federation of
    Cleveland
Robert Nadler
Bonnie & David M. Nanus
Susan B. & Richard Nashel
Meryl Nason, in memory of Lois Gordon
Lillian & Michael D. Nelson
Eric Neugroschel
Ernst and Joan Neugroschl Charitable Fund
Risa & Pierce Neuman
Steve & Nataly Neuwirth
Michael Nobel
Natalie Nussbaum
Ohev Zion Synagogue, Martinsville, VA
Jack Olshansky
Myrna Oppenheim
Linda Ossad
Arthur & Pamela Palmer
Manuel Panar
Shelley Paradis
Charleen Parrish
Dr. & Mrs. Mark L. Perecman
Cynthia Perl
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perlmutter
Robert Pilavin
Cecelia Platnick
Suzanne E. Pleskunas, in honor of Judy Tenney
Pollack Family Fund
Paul Pocress
Melvin Pomerantz
Joan Porat
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Prescott
Arn Pressner
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Rabner
Laszlo Regos
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Reiss
Dr. Jay S. Resh
Allen Resikin
Frederick Resnick
The Riklin Charitable Trust
Elliott & Ronni Robinson Philanthropic Fund
Sheldon and Freda Robinson Fund
Lea Rosenfeld
David Ross & Abby Rosmarin

Margaret Ross
Barbara & Joseph Rotenberg
Roth Family Fund
Charles & Meryl Rubin
Paul Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel F. Rubinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Barnett Rukin
Chana & Ben Ruschinek
David S. Sabih & Anna Swartley, in honor of
    Vanessa Lawson
Allan Sacks
Barbara G. Saidel & Eddie Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Sakols
David Samuels
Dr. Bruce S. Samuels
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Sand
Paul Sandler
Murray Sarway
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Scheiner
The Lillian Schermer Charitable Trust
Marc Schiller
Martin Schiller
Annie Schlechter & Russell Maret, in honor of
    Susan & Bruce Schlechter
Schleifer Family Foundation
Ruth Schorsch
Beverly Schwartz-Katsch
Dr. Gerson Schwartz
Morris Schwartz, in memory of Chuna & Lola Roslyn 
    Schwartzberg
Minna S. Monte-Seitelman
Seligsohn Foundation
The Lee L. and Judith E. Selwyn Foundation
Joe & Renee Septimus
Barbara Seril
Aviva Sernaker, in memory of Paula B. Grayson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Setzen
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Shader
Robert A. Shapiro
Stephen Shapiro
Phyllis & Richard S. Sharlin
Daniel & Audrey Shepard
Charles Shibuk
Joel Shukovsky
Ilene Siegalovsky
Ira Silverman
Irene Silverman
Michael and Lois Silverman Family Fund
Sandra Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Leor Siri
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Sisterhood Temple Beth El, Utica, NY
Bernard Small
Robert H. Small
Melody Smyth
Jeffrey Solarz
Arnold Sollar
Marshall S. Solomon
Paul J. Sperry
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Spett
Drs. Catherine & Seymour Spilerman
David Stamler
Dr. Morris Stampfer
Cantor/Rabbi Debra Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Bob M. Steinberg
Jack and Eva Steinberg Designated Fund
Audrey F. Steuer
Michael Stewart, MD
George Stone
Richard Stone
Zeldie Stuart
Maxwell Strawbridge Charitable Trust
Dr. & Mrs. Jaime Sznajder
Toby Talbot
Rita & Burt Tansky
Taub Family Foundation
Charles Taub
Michael Taub
Temple Emanu-El, Dallas, TX
Barel Tierney
Mr. & Mrs. Aron P.  Trombka
Tropham Foundation, in honor of Ellie Henkind 
    Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Tryfus
Michael Tuller
Douglas K. Turner
Ety & Alan Tusher
The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, 
    Tikun Olam Program
Laura & Errol Uhr
Glenda Urmacher
Lauren & John Veronis Foundation
Rosemarie Victor
Wahrsager Foundation
Marcia L. Warner
Ira & Barbara M. Warren
Marcia Waxman
Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Allan & Cathy Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weiss
Drs. Jonathan & Jutta Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Weissman
Karen & Harry Wellerstein
Carol L. Weliky, in memory of Julius Weliky
Whizin Foundation
Dr. Jack WeilJoan Wiesen
Mark Willner
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wolkowicz
Rabbi David Wolpe
Women of Temple Rodef Shalom, Falls 
    Church, VA
Women of Temple Beth Hillel, Valley 
    Village, CA
Teri Lukin-Zahn
Gary Zaidenweber
Judith Zara
Adrienne Zariski
Edith & Robert Zinn
Mark Ziring
Lee Zuckerman, in memory of Israel 
    Zuckerman

2021 JBI INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL REPORT | 07

 
  

gr
ac

ia
s 

 С
П

А
С

И
Б

О
  

m
er

ci
  

m
u

lţ
u

m
es

c 
ה 
רב

ה 
וד
 ת

ק 
אנ
 ד
עם

ינ
שי

א 
  

d
zi

ęk
u

ję
k

sz
n

m

2021 HIGHLIGHTS
 We fulfilled requests from patrons worldwide—8,300 
Audio and Large Print circulating books, 12,000 periodi-
cals and cultural programs and just under 4,100 Large 
Print, Braille and Audio liturgical and life cycle publica-
tions were circulated, all free of charge and delivered to 
our patrons’ doorsteps.

 Through our annual “Haggadah Outreach Campaign,” 
1,350 visually impaired individuals who would otherwise 
have been unable to participate in a Seder received a 
free Large Print or Braille Haggadah (in various languages 
and for different denominations). These new patrons 
were contacted by our library team to encourage them 
to take advantage of our full range of offerings.  Our goal 
is to promote the widest use of our free services by all 
who can benefit

  JBI converted 100 analog Talking Book titles from its 
archive to digital format, bringing the number of Digital 
Talking Books to over 4,600.

  We awarded five exceptional college and graduate 
students with The Nathan L. and Susan K. Wolfson 
Scholarships.

 JBI produced customized Braille,  Audio, or Large Print 
educational materials for every blind and visually 
impaired student who turned to us.  These included Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah preparation materials and anything else 
related to participation in Jewish life and learning.  Last 
year, as always, the variety of requests was extremely 
wide-ranging, and our staff worked diligently to make 
sure that each book was ready for a child when he or 
she needed it.

  We provided personalized services to our patrons, 
with our librarians speaking with patrons and their family 
members daily on the phone to make sure that we are 
meeting their particular needs.
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JBI INTERNATIONAL
(ESTABLISHED AS JEWISH BRAILLE INSTITUTE OF AMERICA)

Condensed Statement of Activities (Year ended December 31, 2021)

  2021
    

 293,552
   

  

   
EXPENSES
Program services:
Libraries and library development services   
Educational and cultural programs   
JBI periodicals   
Outreach to Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union   
Israeli assistance program   
Outreach and Library recruitment   

 Total Program Services 3,016,213

Management and general   
Fundraising   

 Total Expenses 3,660,246

 Change in Net Assets 626,500

ASSETS 2021 
      

      
  43,597

    
    

 
 Total Assets 26,324,221 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   

LIABILITIES:      
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  125,330
Other liabilities   

 Total Liabilities    
       
NET ASSETS:      

      
    

 280,200
  8,054,963

 484,777
 
    

   
  

       
 Total Net Assets   
       

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 26,324,221 

JBI Programs
LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

  Circulating library of more than 13,000 Talking Books as well as 
several thousand Large Print and Braille titles

  Customized educational materials for students
  Special publications and liturgical materials for all denominations
  Volunteer recording studio program
  Materials available in 9 languages distributed globally
  Personalized services to our patrons

OUTREACH TO THOSE IN NEED
  Reaching out to blind, visually impaired, reading disabled and 

physically handicapped individuals through schools, libraries, JCC's, 
senior centers, social service agencies, advertisements, etc.

  Educating the community at-large about JBI's free and unique 
services

  Collaborations with other organizations serving similar populations
to maximize impact

 

JBI PERIODICALS SERIES AND EDUCATIONAL AND  
CULTURAL PROGRAMS

  Audio concert, drama and lecture series
  JBI Voices and Jewish Braille Review--JBI’s own bi-monthly

anthology of articles drawn from a wide variety of publications, (Jerusalem
Report, Commentary, Moment, Tikkun, Hadassah, and many others),
with a separate and distinct Russian-language version

ISRAEL PROGRAM 
  The JBI Low Vision Clinic (including a dedicated Children’s Clinic) 

and Mobile Screening Program (Tel-Aviv)
  JBI sponsored recording studios at the Central Library for the 

Blind in Israel

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

82%

10%

8%

PROGRAM 
SERVICES

FUNDRAISING

MANAGEMENT 
AND GENERAL

1,903,830

1,835,893
253,471

4,286,746

1,322,841
168,245
312,283
95,126

373,992
743,726

270,014
374,019

 1,516,766
 17,402,537

 5,443,458
1,917,863

465,561

590,891

 1,118,994

9,938,934

25,733,330

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and grants
Legacies & bequests
Investment activity
Other revenue and support

Cash and cash equivalents
Investments 
Contributions receivable
Property and equipment, net
Other assets

Without Donor Restrictions 
General operating
Board designated reserve
Board designated endowment
Investment in Property and equipment, net

Total Without Donor Restrictions

Condensed Balance Sheet (Year ended December 31, 2021)

Total Support and Revenue

With Donor Restrictions 
Purpose restricted
Beneficial interest in Trusts and Perpetual Trusts
Endowment
Investment in Property and equipment, net

 1,648,068
 6,392,243
4,958,681

 2,795,404
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OFFICERS 
Steven P. Polivy, Esq.
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Co-Chairs of the Board

Thomas G. Kahn
Myron Kaplan, Esq.
Benjamin F. Kursman, 

Esq.
Stephen D. Solender
Vice Chairmen

Frances Brandt
Treasurer

Ellen David
Assistant Treasurer

Secr
Diane Lipman

etary

Paul R. Herman, Esq.
Assistant Secretary

HONORARY  
OFFICERS
Barbara B. Friedman

Honorary Chairmen 
of the Board

Leroy Fadem 
Honorary Vice 

Chairman

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Mickey Aboff
Chief Financial 

Beth K. Rudich
Director of 

Development

 

FOUNDER
Leopold Dubov**

* Honorary Life Trustee ** Deceased

JBI INTERNATIONAL
110 EAST 30TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10016  |  TEL: 212 889 2525  |  TOLL FREE: 800 433 1531
WWW.JBILIBRARY.ORG

Judy E. Tenney

Head Librarian
Arlene Arfe

Mark J, Altschuler
Frances Brandt
Andrea Brown
Ellen David
Leroy Fadem*
Barbara B. Friedman*
William K. Gross
Dr. Ellie Henkind Katz
Paul R. Herman, Esq.
Hortense Hurwitz*
Thomas G. Kahn
Myron Kaplan, Esq.
Nancy I. Klein
Benjamin F. Kursman, Esq.
Diane Lipman

Steven P. Polivy, Esq.
Barbara G. Saidel
Susan L. Schlechter
Stephen D. Solender
Dr. Jeffrey Spitzer
Judy E. Tenney
Selma Weintraub

Dov Kramer
Naomi Kronish
Phyllis Raskin-Hadley
Dr. Dennis Shulman
Harold I. Steinbach

Livia Thompson
Interim President

JBI MISSION STATEMENT
JBI International, founded in 1931 as The Jewish Braille Institute, seeks to empower blind, visually impaired and 
reading disabled individuals to participate fully in educational, cultural and communal life by providing free access 
to works of Jewish and general interest through its Braille, Large Print and Audio Libraries. Our global programs in 
many languages serve people of all ages and backgrounds.

 THE JBI LIBRARY

materials – in accessible formats in English, Russian,Yiddish, Spanish, Hebrew, Hungarian, Romanian and Polish.  We
serve readers on six continents.

JEWISH EDUCATION & JEWISH CONTINUITY
JBI enables blind, visually impaired and reading disabled children to obtain a Jewish education alongside their peers 
by providing customized educational materials in Braille, Large Print and Audio.  The JBI Library also helps adults 
blind from birth as well as those who have become visually impaired later in life to savor the joys of reading and 
lifelong learning.

ISRAEL PROGRAM
In 1983, JBI established and has since continued to support the premier Low Vision Clinic in Israel, located at 
the Sourasky Medical Center in Tel Aviv.  The Clinic seeks to maximize the residual vision of those with severe 
impairment, whether it be the result of congenital disease, aging or injury.

&

Manager of Audio
    Production

Jane Blecher


